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Berkeley and Spiritual Realism. By Alexander Campbell Fraser, 
Professor (Emeritus) of Logic and Metaphysics in the University of Edin- 
burgh. London, Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., 1908. — pp. xi, 86. 
This volume belongs to the interesting and useful series of monographs, 
" Philosophies Ancient and Modern," but it deserves more attention than 
its appearance in such a series might naturally suggest. The author him- 
self says that "perhaps this was a presumptuous undertaking for one in his 
ninetieth year " ; and while it is unlikely that any reader will agree in this 
modest estimate of the importance of the little book, it does add appreciably 
to its significance that it is the ripest fruit of a life devoted with remarkable 
persistence and enthusiasm to the consideration of the ultimate problems of 
the world and man and God. It ought to be welcomed by all younger 
students as giving in small compass and with many fresh touches the main 
points in Professor Campbell Fraser' s philosophy, and the venerable 
author, who has taught so many to think for themselves, and therefore, in 
many cases, to think differently from himself, is to be warmly congratulated 
on the intellectual power and literary finish of the book. 

As suggested above and in the title of the volume, the philosophy of 
Berkeley is interpreted as "a serious endeavour to vindicate the ultimate 
spirituality of the universe, and the moral or supernatural agency constantly 
at work in nature " (vi). "Berkeley's Realism belongs to one of the two 
forms, which philosophy has been apt to assume from the beginning : — the 
shallower, which stops short amidst the visible and tangible phenomena of 
the material world and their laws ; and the deeper, which is dissatisfied till 
it reaches the spiritual world, on which physical phenomena depend, and 
from which they derive their scientific significance " (viii). "To think of 
the material world as itself impotent, and necessarily dependent for its real 
existence and its natural order upon omniscient and omnipotent World- 
Mind, is at least a step to a more definite religious conception of the spirit- 
uality, intelligibility, and morality that underlies the universe" (p. 39). 
' ' The theism of Berkeley is large enough to comprehend all who see the 
immanence of Active Reason in the material and the human world" (p. 
64). "Only in a spiritually constituted universe can we even ask, what the 
moral character of the Supreme Power is, and what the spiritual relations of 
the Universal Spirit are to the struggling, striving, and sorrowing spirits of 
men. In a finally material reality there is no room for this question. 
Purpose, — good, evil, and indifferent,— r is all excluded. Under spiritual 
realism we can at least ask whether the universal purpose is optimist, or 
pessimist, or indifferent " (p. 61). 

The ultimate question raised by Spiritual Realism is, according to the 
author, whether we are living in' "an ethically constituted universe," and 
this question he identifies with that of " its ultimately theistic constitution." 
It is a question neither considered nor answered by Berkeley himself. 
" Perfect goodness of the Universal Spirit is not necessarily the consequence 
of the final spirituality of the Real" (p. 71). "Answers to the questions 
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thus raised are hardly found in Berkeley. His exposition of Spiritual Real- 
ism adds little to our resources for meeting them" (p. 72). "Spiritual 
Existence and Omnipotence do not carry us far, unless the spiritual Reality 
is morally perfect. Berkeley does not help us much at this critical stage ' ' 
(p. 83). Professor Fraser, in short, takes up the ultimate metaphysical 
question at the point where Berkeley left it. The Berkeleyan philosophy 
itself is used simply as a point of departure ; it is developed in the first 
chapter, in close connection with the life, and then in three chapters sug- 
gestively entitled respectively, "The Material World and its Natural 
Order," " The Human World and Moral Disorder," "God, or the Univer- 
sal Mind, and Theistic Optimism," the real philosophical argument of the 
book is independently elaborated. 

We may close by calling attention to the two central positions in that 
argument, to which the author recurs at various stages of it. The one is 
that the existence of moral disorder is itself the great evidence of moral 
order at the heart of the universe. " May it not be that the moral disor- 
der now found on this planet signifies, not that we are living in an immor- 
ally-constituted universe, but rather that the present life of the moral agents 
who inhabit it is purgatorial ; not perfect, but on the way to perfection ; 
through struggle and suffering, and frequent relapse, — consequences of 
the moral freedom which implies power of moral agents to make themselves 
bad ? . . . The Divine Ideal may be a universe, in this slow way of moral 
trial and struggle, becoming gradually more and more valuable morally" 
(pp. 57-9). The other is succinctly stated in the closing sentences of the 
book. "If Nature is practically trustworthy, and fit to be scientifically 
reasoned about, the Omnipotent Spirit immanent in it must be perfectly 
good and design the goodness of all. This is final faith " (p. 84). Both 
positions will be recognized by readers of the Philosophy of Theism as 
characteristic ; in this volume, as in the larger work, we are made to feel 
the reality of the argument for its author. 

James Seth. 
University of Edinburgh. 

Die Reproduktionund Assoziationvon Vorstellungen. Teill. By Arthur 
Wreschner. Leipzig, J. A. Barth, 1907. — pp. 328. 
Some twenty-five years ago Ebbinghaus succeeded in bringing the study 
of memory under experimental control. Since that time the subject has 
undergone a profound change. General description has given way to the 
concrete investigation of a number of lesser problems directed upon the 
individual factors and conditions of the memorial and associative functions. 
In this manner there has grown up a technical knowledge of impression, 
retention, reproduction, recognition, learning by heart, and forgetting, — a 
large amount of material, now at hand and capable of being used in several 
different ways. For example, the data now accessible might first of all be 
gathered together, rearranged and interpreted, and then absorbed into 



